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Notes from the President

 November 25, 2009 
Happy Thanksgiving
OC would like to wish all of our franchise owners a very Happy Thanksgiving.  It is a great time of the year to have a few days off to enjoy our families and the outdoors.   The office will be closed Thursday but, we will be checking e-mails again on Friday so if you need to communicate with us regarding any of your clients or trips, be sure to send an e-mail.
SHOT Show 2010
Dates for next year’s show are Jan 19-22, 2010 and the location is Las Vegas.  Many of you have joined us before at this show as it truly is the industry leader for the shooting, hunting and outdoor world.  Annual attendance is between 45,000 and 55,000 industry professionals.  We have a double booth every year on a corner as we have been at this show longer than any other outfitter.  We offer our franchise owners a chance to come and work this booth with us and to have full access to the booth and not to mention the whole floor.  Scott Wallin (NM), Mark Elpers (KS), and Larry Boll (WI) have already reserved their spots.  If you want more information on this show, check out their web site at www.shotshow.org.  The cost to work the show is $500.  So, with your flight to Vegas, show cost and four night’s hotel you will have around $1,000 plus your meals in the trip.  This is literally first come first serve so don’t hesitate; make this part of your marketing plan for 2010.  We are only letting a maximum of five franchise owners work the booth, so at this point, we have two spots remaining.  Let me know ASAP if you are interested.

NRA Show
The other show we work every year in conjunction with a few OC franchise owners is the NRA Annual Convention.  In 2010 the show will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina over the dates of May 14-16.  Here again, Outdoor Connection has a double booth (10X20) and has been present in this show for over 10 years.  Each year we invite the local franchise owner to join us however, this year, we won’t have that option as we currently do not have a franchise owner in Charlotte.  At this point, we would like to offer two remaining spots to work the OC booth at this show.  The cost to do so is $400 per franchise owner for the three day show.  If you are interested, please let me know as soon as possible to reserve your spot.  Last year, in Phoenix, the show drew over 63,000 people.
2010 Adventure Guides
The 2010 Sporting Adventures Guide is in the works!  We are finalizing page layouts and inserting new pictures.  The 2010 catalog will be 64 pages and the layout is very similar to the previous version.   At this point we want to obtain pre orders from our franchise offices so that we can determine a price point.  The price is obviously dictated by the number we order.  Tracey will need to know the following information to place your order:  

1 - quantity you would like to purchase
2 - whether they will ship directly to you or you have a mailing list for direct mail 
3 - payment option  

Tracey will need to have all orders by December 5, 2009.  The price of the catalog is $1.00 each and can be ordered in quantities of 50.   If enough are ordered that could go down.  The pricing of the mailing list program will be sent out to you if you are interested in this service.  There is usually a small set up fee and then the cost of postage.  Please let Tracey know if you have any questions.
Reports and Openings
Message from Jim Kuhn at NTBB:

I know a few of your agents have hunters wanting to book, and that’s awesome, you guys are great. We just want to have a chance for our current clients to have a chance to re-book if they want. We’ve given them 2 weeks to decide then we’re booking the dates. As of right now, we have booked our first 4 days full.  Thanks again for helping us!

Jim Kuhn
------------

Report from Mark Elpers (OC-NE) who just had clients return from Rocky Woodford:
Bill Cain just got back from a whitetail deer hunt at Rocky Woodford in Texas.  We got a really nice 8 point.  He had a great time and the outfitter and guides were great.  Better than he ever expected.  He will send pictures later.
Mark Elpers
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
