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Notes from the President

 July 16, 2007
This week on OCTV: South Africa
Convention 2007

Days until Wisconsin – 9

Don’t look now, but in only 9 short days the OC crew will descend upon Sheboygan (we hope they are ready Larry!).   The convention is in place and now only the last few details have to be put in place here at the office.  I am very proud of the agenda this year and believe it will be well worth your time and investment to attend.  I will be sending the agenda in a separate e-mail directly after I send this one.  We have many new additions to the agenda and I am sure you will benefit greatly from them all.  The sales training, the new product ordering system, the lodge owners & outfitters, the TV show and of course and river side cookout, will all make for a wonderful time.  

I will also be sending, in a separate e-mail, an invitation for you to join Larry Boll (OC-WI) and Brian and Doris Maloney (OC-IA) on Thursday afternoon from 1pm until 3pm for a Corporate Sales Strategy roundtable discussion.  This is sure to be worthwhile for all attendees and I know there are many franchise owners who are working to land corporate accounts.  

The final boat list has been prepared today and tomorrow, Tracey will be forwarding that to those of you fishing with us.

The Friday Night Cookout has been finalized as well with Pat and Roy of Wolfpack Adventures putting together a great outdoor event for us.  The cookout will consist of a fish boil (fresh salmon caught by OC franchise owners), brats, burgers, side dishes and desserts.  Beer and soda will be provided as well.  The cost for the cookout is $8 for children under 12 and $13 for adults.  They will not be taking payments at the cookout so you can pre pay via Tracey and Claudia before next week or during franchise registration.
Of course, the advertising fund raffle will take place on Saturday with a beautiful Browning .300 WSM and a Darton bow.

I look forward to seeing all of you there and hope we meet and exceed your expectations!

Inspection Trips
I am still looking for one person to join Rod Regel (OC-WI) on the Nushagak River trip.  Here are the details again:

Nushagak River (www.fishthenush.com):

 

2 for 1 deal to two OC FO's.  Dates: Aug 15-20

The trip includes - 5 nights lodging and silver salmon and trout fishing on the Nushagak River.  Price is $2,000 regular so this will be $1,000 per franchise owner.

 

The inspection trip to Alaska Good Time Charters has been moved back until 2008 as we only had one franchise owner interested in taking the trip in August.
Canada Web Site
Here is a great web site for you and your clients to view before passing into Canada on a trip:

http://www.canadawelcomesyou.net/
Trade Show Opportunity
Bob Vasquez of West Coast Hunters contacted us with the following info:

West Coast Hunters is producing the 2nd annual 'Hunting Only' expo in Southern California on April 4 ~ 6, 2008. The location is at the beautiful Newport Dunes Resort & Marina in Newport Beach, California. We expect to sell out a 14,000+ sq. ft. center with space for nearly 100 exhibitors. The mostly indoor show will have exhibitors' booths, demonstrations, seminars, and raffles going on throughout the 3 day event. Exhibitors will be showcasing their products and services, which will include outfitting, guiding, hunting attire, firearms, archery equipment, calls, scents - anything connected to hunting. This will be the second West Coast Hunters Expo and, based on last year's event, another fantastic turnout is expected. If you would like to be part of this truly unique, 'hunting only' expo, and would like more detailed information on booth space, rates, and also on our very exciting and 'geared for maximum exposure' sponsorship programs, please email or call me. Bob Vasquez West Coast Hunters 626-587-8246 bobv@westcoasthunters.com www.westcoasthunters.com
Lodges, Captains and Outfitters
Here are some great hunts still open for this fall with Bryan Martin of Canadian Mountain Outfitters:
Dear Outdoor Connection staff,

 

I hope you are well.  Below is info on the remaining hunt openings I have for 2007.

 

With the addition of another camp in Jerry's area and a couple of really good guides who can come a couple weeks earlier, I have some really good, early season hunts still available, plus one in mid Sept and one in October.  

 

August 29-Sept 11 - 12 day hunt. I have at least 3 hunts available.  All are 2 specie Combo hunts 

 

1 for moose/goat (with horses) Black bear or caribou could be an option

 

1 for moose/goat/caribou - backpack

 

1 for Grizzly and Caribou (goat option) - backpack.  It looks like I'll be able to take a Grizzly on trophy fee basis in the neighbor’s area, as he has an extra grizzly tag, he won't be using.  Other than that, I'm pretty well booked for bears, for 3 years.  I'd even be charge the combo hunt price and just charge a higher trophy fee rate when/if a bear is taken.  

 

1 for elk/goat or caribou/goat - backpack
 

All the above hunts are challenging, but high success.  A decent hunter should get 2 animals and possibly 3 on any of the above hunts.  References on my website, for these hunt dates and areas are:  John Carrol, Ark; Jim Johnson, OR; Rick Young, OR; Ricardo Maldonado, Mexico; Andrew McAnally, TX.  

 

August 22-29th - 6 day hunt - goat, but could find a caribou.  Backpack - I can do this 1x1, with one hunter or 2x1 for 2 hunters.  

 

Sept 11-18th - 6 day goat or caribou hunt - horse/hiking.  Moose could be a possibility, but it would cost more than a caribou or goat, because we are on a quota system. 

 

Oct 7-16th - I have a hunter who needs to move his hunt to 2008.  This is a moose with goat option hunt, using horses.

 

Regarding pricing, I'll discount any of these hunts 10%, including trophy fees on additional animals.  None of them are an official cancellation.  

 

If you need info, call my cell and leave me a message, as I'm in Australia.  I'll call you back in a day or so.

 

Thanks,

Bryan Martin

------------
This report just came in from Dave Powers (OC-OH) who just returned from Mar Mac:

Marc:

 

We watched a video of three hunters' bear hunts at Mar Mac last fall.  They each took bear over three hundred pounds.  One hunter saw twelve bear, before he tagged out on the fourth day of the hunt.  The others tagged out earlier.  Bear seem to be everywhere there.  Last fall was the first bear hunting on Esnagi in almost 50 years.  This looks like a great hunt, with excellent bonus fishing for a reasonable price.

 

The hunts are either at the Merekeme outpost on the north end of Esnagi, or from the lodge at Mar Mac.
Dave
------------
Words from the VP
I just want to remind everyone that there is now a form on the agent’s side of the web page for you to fill in and submit if you have anyone interested in their trip being filmed for our TV show.  Be sure to mark down the dates of arrival and departure as that will help me line up the schedule for cameramen and field producers.  I hope everyone is enjoying the show.
Greg
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
