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Notes from the President

 February 11, 2008
 
Shot Show and FNAWS
 
Bob Hanson (OC-WY) and I just completed working The Wild Sheep Foundation show in Salt Lake City.  The Wild Sheep Foundation is the new name for what was FNAWS (Foundation for North American Wild Sheep).  Those of you who follow the news in our industry probably heard this week that Grand Slam Club/Ovis won their lawsuit against FNAWS.  This case represented all that is wrong with organizations that are in the game for money and not the betterment of the species.  Dennis Campbell, President of GSCO, filed a lawsuit against FNAWS for the right to the exclusive use of the term "Grand Slam".  So, in essence, FNAWS cannot advertise using the term Grand Slam of sheep as GSCO wants exclusive use of the term.  What a joke, right?  You must be kidding, right?  Well, a judge in Alabama agreed with GSCO and said they had exclusive use of the term Grand Slam.  So what?  Well, the lawsuit cost these two organizations combined more than $3.5 million in legal fees.  So, instead of that money going to put more sheep on the mountain, it goes to attorneys and the legal system.  Amazing!  I am sure they have a reason they filed the suit, I just can't believe they couldn't make things work to save that money and put it to better use for the sheep.
 
The show went well and Bob and I were able to locate and discuss OC with a few outfitters who we set up meetings with.  You will see a couple below; more will follow next week when I return to the office.
 
Last week, Greg Ray, Scott Marvin, Mark Elpers (OC-KS), Larry Boll (OC-WI), Mark Reinert (OC-ON), plus Tracey and I, worked the SHOT Show booth.  OC was once again exposed to many companies and were very well accepted.  
 
I know many of you are in shows this week.  Crowds seem to be thinner a bit, but still seeing a good amount of interest from many on booking trips.  Let us know how your shows go.  Good luck.
 
Convention
 
Be sure to check the Convention Update button on the home page of the agent's web site often.  It will be changing frequently from this point on. 

 
Ontario Fishing Inspection Trip 
 
Still need a couple of takers on the inspection trip to Gateway North:

The inspection trip to Gateway North Outfitters has been set for a fishing trip to Grant Lake (fly in outpost camp) over the dates of May 24 – 28, 2008.  The whole cabin is set for OC to use for those dates, giving us the opportunity to send six franchise owners on the trip.  We are paying Gateway for a total of three spots, so this is a 2 for 1 deal for each OC franchise owner.  The regular rate for the 5 day trip is $1,060.  This deal makes the trip $530 per franchise owner if we get six to go.  If we get less than that, then the price will adjust accordingly (you can see their rates on the web site).  Obviously, by being mentioned here in NOTES, over 100 franchise owners are being offered this trip.  If you are interested, you will need to notify me as soon as you are ready to commit to the trip and the dates.  Here is Lucas’s message: 

Marc,

I have you down for May 24-28 at Grant Lake and overnight at Off Lake on May 23. I can mail you off a confirmation with the billing that we discussed (3 paying& 3 non paying) and the directions. I'll throw the overnight in, that way we can get a chance to talk a bit before your trip. The cabin that you will overnight in is one of the cabins we use for the bear hunts.

Thank you,

Lucas & Nicole Adams

Gateway North Outfitters

www.gatewaynorthoutfitters.net
Top Sellers
Here is a list of those FO’s starting off strong in January:

Steve Ellenson / Frank Calta (MN) - 1 black bear hunter to Alaska Wilderness, 2 caribou hunters to Leaf River, 6 fishermen to Wolf Pack, 4 elk hunters to John Winter
 

Lou Hoop (TN) - 10 turkey/hog hunters to Ranger Creek Ranch
 

Bruce Rowe / Tony Peterson (WI) - 2 moose/bear hunters to Alberta Big Game Hunts, 2 hunters to Two Waters

 

Ron Diersen (KY) - 2 bear hunters to PR Guides, 1 goose hunter to Bayou Bottoms, 8 fishermen to Big Bass, 1 lion hunter to Saddle Springs, 2 caribou hunters to Alaska Wilderness, 1 antelope hunter to Nebraska Trophy Bucks and Birds, 4 black bear hunters to Lindsay’s, 

 
Harold Eby (MD) - 2 moose/caribou hunters to Pine Ridge, 4 deer hunters to Cedar Tree, 2 fishermen to Big Bass
 

Johnny Wellman (IL) - 1 moose/grizzly hunter to Teslin, 6 fishermen to Big Bass
 
Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
 
Here are a few of the outfitters I have brought on board with OC over the past week:
 
Sheep Creek Outfitters (www.sheepcreek.com) offers elk, black bear and mule deer hunts in Southern BC.  Joe Conroy owns the outfit and I spent a good deal of time with him here in Salt Lake City.  Joe has eight elk hunts and eight black bear hunts open for this year plus four mule deer spots.  Joe's elk hunts are true wilderness style, horseback hunts.  All elk hunts include black bear, mule deer and whitetail if the hunter buys the tags beforehand.  There are NO trophy fees on any of these species.  Elk is the target, but these other animals are in the same woods.  These hunts take place from cabins not tents.  The only time a tent is used is when the hunter and guide decide to spike out for an elk.  If a hunter were to buy all four tags and his license, he would have approx. $1,000 additional to the hunt cost of $5,750.  Rifle elk hunts average 70% opportunity and archery elk approx. 30%.  All hunts are guided 1X1.  You will see that Joe also offers Shiras moose, mountain goat, bighorn sheep and grizzly.  He gets one tag for each of these species and he will pay us a commission for booking them.  He books these in camp each fall.  That means that if you have a hunter in his camp and he wants to book a hunt for one of these species for the next year, he can and Joe will pay us commission on them.  This is a great chance for those wanting a bighorn but, not wanting to wait 15 years or so to draw a tag.  Sheep Creek will pay 15% commission and we will inspect this spring on a black bear hunt.
 
Glacier Mountain Outfitters (www.glaciermountainoutfitters.com) is owned and operated by Greg Jennen and his wife Petra.  GMO is based out of the Prince William Sound area of Alaska for mountain goat and black bear.  They also guide for grizzly and dall sheep in the Brooks Range with caribou as an add on only to these two hunts.  Greg spent many years guiding for John Peterson of Bristol Bay Outfitters who OC has been booking for since 1992.  Greg has guided some of OC's clients in the past.  Greg is also good friends with Dennis Zadra of Lonesome Dove Outfitters.  His hunts in PWS are close to Dennis' area and his area in the Brooks Range borders that of John Peterson.  This is truly a great addition to our offerings.  Their hunts across the board are trophy quality.  One thing I really like is that Petra and Greg keep their web site up to date with all of their bookings and openings.  If you check their site you will see that they are full for 2008 other than one black bear hunt.  However, if you look at 2009, they have a ton of openings and Greg said it is rare to not have the following year booked quite a bit by this time.  So, OC has great opportunity to get started with a top notch AK outfitter.  GMO will pay us a 15% commission and we will inspect in 2009.
 

------------
Desert Safaris (www.desertsafaris.com) offers great trophy hunting in the very western area of Texas and desert mule deer hunts in Mexico.  They have a few Kansas whitetail hunts that they do as well but, they are usually just for a few of their Texas hunters who they invite to go to Kansas with them.  
 
The Texas hunts are desert mule deer, pronghorn antelope, aoudad sheep, javelin, Rio Grande turkey, blue quail, predator, and even free range axis deer.  They operate on nine ranches with exclusive rights to 225,000 acres.  They take 45 antelope hunters per year and still have 20 open for this fall.  These are trophy hunts with most being in the 14-16 inch range.  They took one last year that was over 17 inches and had a 19 inch spread.  The first dates they have for antelope openings are Sept 30 – Oct 2.  I would expect us to sell many of these.
 
They take 30 aoudad hunters per year and still have eight open for this fall.  They hunt them in Oct and Nov plus Jan – Mar.  The take twenty trophy desert mule deer hunters each year as well and are sold out on those for 2008.  The axis deer are done on an 8,500 acre ranch that has free range axis (NO high fences).  These are done on a daily rate of $200 plus a $2,500 trophy fee on harvest.  These hunts are done during the rut in mid June through August.  
 
Desert Safaris will pay 15% commission and we will inspect either this fall on an antelope hunt or next winter on an aoudad hunt.
 
 
Brad with Rio Sonora called this week and has a special deal for a Gould's Hunt in Sonora, Mexico:
 
It is a 2 turkey hunt, fully guided with meals and lodging, and pick up at the Tucson Airport.  The cost is $2,300 per hunter and he has 5 openings.  His regular hunts are usually $1950 for just 1 bird.  The dates are May 6-10, 3 days of hunting.
 
------------ 
 
From Hidden Valley Outfitters:
We are offering a few discounted hunts at this time.   These hunts are on our private fair chase ranches in eastern Montana.  Lodging will be our "Bunkhouse", which has 4 bedrooms, 2 beds per room, shower/toilet, common room etc.  Hunts include 3 meals daily, 2x1 guiding, and transportation during hunt, field care and trophy care.  Mule deer hunters will see bucks 22-25 inches wide and whitetail hunters will see bucks in the 130+ class.   This hunt also includes in the price, upland birds, pheasants, sharp tail and varmint hunting at no additional charge. You can add antelope hunting to this package for an additional $500.00.
Regular price $4,500.00 per hunter
Discounted to $3,500.00 per hunter (2 people minimum)
 
Deadline to apply for guaranteed licenses is March 15 for Montana.
Cost $1,100.00 outfitter sponsored deer combo
 
Special OFFER to OC
Book 4 hunters on this hunt....
and you may book the same hunt for $1,000.00
That's $2,500.00 in savings to you to come hunt also,
or sell the 5th hunt for $3,500.00 and make an additional $2,500.00 in commission..   
Here are open dates at this time.
Nov. 1-5
Nov. 7-11
Nov. 13-17
Nov. 25-29
 
Thanks,
Tracy Weyer
Hidden Valley Outfitters
 
Some great hunts still available for this year and many fishing trips yet to be booked.  Get out and make it happen this week.
 
 In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
